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Korean Alphabet - Hangul
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Final Consonants

Taken from Wikipedia



Basic Sentence Structure

the cat.
=1 0A0|E : Where Object

As you can see, the sentence structure is radically different from that of English, and
similar to that of Japanese. Also, there are words that have no equivalent in English. Those are
called the “postposition,” or words that get stuck to the end of a noun. It is similar to
preposition, where words get stuck to the beginning of a noun(e.g. to hospital). Unlike English,
these postpositions are universal. ALL nouns will have these postposition stuck to it, unless it’s a

very simple sentence like “Fire burns.” (& EtC}.)

that cat to him.
= 1 020[E 9 A . Where 1.0. D.O.

This sentence is almost identical to the first sentence. The only thing you have to add to

specify the recipient is the verb give(F=LC} conjugated for past tense) and —0f| 4| which gets
tacked after the indirect object and before the verb.



Who did what?

In Korean language, indirect objects and direct objects are completely unnecessary. You only need to

use some preposition (such as at,in,to,from) to say something that would have to use complex
sentence structure(i.e. I gave him the Chemistry notes). The sentence is seemingly simple in native

speakers’ eyes, but there are a lot of things going on, such a changing he to him.

*Korean uses postpositions instead of preposition, meaning the preposition goes after the object of

the preposition.*

HM27F 32 %ICh (Cheolsu hit the ball).
30| H4E ZICt( The ball hit Cheolsu).

Postpositions “7}/0[|" come after nouns, pronouns, and numerals to make the subject form.

Postpositions =" come after 'L} (I) to make the subject form.

Proposition’2/&"' come after nouns, pronouns, and numerals to make the object form. Other

postpositions consist of “O|' which signifies “direction' or “destination,’

You need not worry which postposition you choose. They sound similar, and sometimes almost same.

"ol M which signifies “location," and "2/2 &' which signifies ‘the means' or a "tool.'

X20 7tL. 'm going to Seoul.)
atuofA S5 2. (I study at school.)
EHA|R2 7t2. (I'm going by taxi.)

Because of this convenience, putting spaces in the right places is a wee bit important than in
English.

M7t 8ol S0{ZtCE This is the correct way to spell. It means Cheolsu went into the room.
However, when you put the spaces in the wrong place....

M 7MY S0 2L Now it means Cheolsu went into a BOOKBAG!

Going back to the Chemistry notes...

In English, you say "I give him the Chemistry notes.”

In Korean, you only need to say “Lt= 10| A| o}sta S =C}.

Ol A| signifies the beneficiary or the recipient. The postposition would be covered in More

Postposition. Portions taken from kbs.co.kr



Ol A ("to [a person]")
ol A ("from" or "at")
S /= (direct object)
=X nearby

HC} be far from here
7}HZCt be near/close
2| above/on

Of2H below

2t in front of

%] behind

A beside/by/next to

Ot inside

More Postpositions



Conjunction Junction What's Your Function
~X| 2 (but)

" L= GO E YUK £5H2 B OEQLO] Q. T failed English but I got a hundred in Math.
of

- 1122 Mk

rlo
>
>
3

>
2
=]

= XtH= MO| U0 L. Even though the teacher is a ****, the subject itself is

interesting.

Q}/1} (and) for nouns

This is used for combining 2 nouns. If the end of the first noun has no consonant, use '2}'. If the noun has a consonant,

use '},

= Lt= AXL} AHO|ALQt TRIX| Z20|E H0{Q. [ always eat steak and French fries.

= Hot g3l Z0| 40tQ.. Choulsu and Younghee live together.

(0Lt (or)

This is for choosing between 2 nouns, pronouns, or adverbs.

= L= QIO E0to|Lt M 2|8to| £0tR. I like pineapple flavor or cherry flavor.

rir

= O|HLt XM7L| BEOLR. It's okay either this or that.

~1 (and) for verbs

Used to join two verbs. The preceding verb takes place(in timeline) first.

= oojct L= stuof 7t =0tR. I go to school every day and play.

= YR &m0 7t LHE BtLER. That man goes to school and meets me.

CONUNGTIEN
~ZHL} (or) W

This form is used for choosing between 2 or more actions.

= QW £l LL PC 20 7+L. If it's hot, I swim or go to the PC room.

o
FA0| 3ESIHLE 35S Q. On the weekend, I study or study.



Question words
2o
The interrogative pronoun 291 means "what". In speech, it is often contracted .
O|A F0R? What is this?
B2t H0o{ 27 What did [you] say?
B5IL|? What are [you] doing?
w7
The pronoun £+ means "who". It contracts before 7} to make +7t.
£ £0t82? Who do [you]like?
L7t 0| R & 0| 2? Who did this action?
o]
The pronoun O{C| means "where".
O{C| 7tR? Where [are you] going?
A H|
The pronoun 21X means “when".
o1 HO{R? When are [we/you/]] eating?
2N
The pronoun 2ff means “why".

off JAFEOZ AR Q? Why were you with him/her?



Currently Happening — 4 Xl X1 s &

The form is very common, too common in fact. It is very handy to know this form, since you wouldn’t be
puzzled as much while watching dramas/listening to music/reading books =)

To form S| XIS H
1. You just need to drop the —C|(infinitive form, equivalent to “to”)

2. Andtack on-11 QILC}.

%S Hot -> 82 7 QICH - I'm eating rice (as we speak)
QS Z2 OAICH-> K2 OpA| 2 QUCH - I'm drinking milk (as we speak)
HHHEX| S QUCH -> BHHEX|E 23 QULCE - I'm wearing shorts (as we speak).

*Of course, you can conjugate it to make it more polite.*

2 YD th->  WE YD Aslc
SRS OMAID YLt -> 9B OHAlD AgLct
SHEEXIS @3 QICH-> WHHIXIZ 9T LCh



Being polite

You can be polite by ending your verb with...
-gLCh -m LCH and -0FR,' -0{R.

The unconjugated form is only used in text and not in real life. However, it is completely
unnecessary when carrying your will through. Koreans are very understanding (if you don't look
scary ;) )of foreigners and treat them accordingly, especially if you speak English/Chinese and

some Korean. The bottom line.. don't be scary. Therefore, it's just for reference =)

ex)

9l + &L|C}. Si& L
2IC} to read

9 +0lQ. 21012,

Jb + wL|C} ZrL|Ct.
7}C} to go N

Zb+0t (F+ F=1) 7t8.

A+ wL|Ch &f L C
AFCHto live =

A+ 0O R. AOIR.

Q + yL|C} SL|C}.
QCLC}to come

2 + 0IQ. ole.

The difference between & L|Cl and & L|C} might be apparent once you study the example.

Z L|Ctis used when the verb is full(has no room, such as 4¢-to boil) and & L|LC} is used when
the verb has a room left.

Examples taken from kbs.co.kr



